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John Fellens
Room # 308

Voice Mail# (602) 467-6846
Welcome to World History!
John.Fellens@dvusd.org

Course Description:

Our course will move from region to region exploring the cultural, political, economic, and social events throughout the globe.  We will be analyzing these events and their impact on both the past and present.  You will have the opportunity to work in a variety of learning situations--individually, in small groups, and as a large classroom.  Critical thinking skills, such as decision making, problem solving, and cause and effect will be emphasized. In order to be successful, you must take responsibility for your learning!

Course Objectives: 

By the time the students complete this course of study they will know or be able to:

· Demonstrate and understanding of family life, customs, and traditions of various cultures in the world.

· Use geographic skills and perspectives to explain the past, present, and future.

· Demonstrate an understanding of historical events in various regions of the world from the Greek and Roman cultures to the present.

· Develop study skills, group skills, organizational skills, and problem solving.

Classroom Rules and Consequences:

· Always be respectful and considerate of other people’s feelings and rights.
· No swearing in the classroom.
· Always come to class prepared and ready to work.

· Do NOT write on or scratch your desk.

· Return all materials to the proper location at the end of each class.

· Pick up all trash and put it in the trash can.
Consequences for not following the above guidelines may include any of the following:

· Parental contact

· Detention before or after school

· Immediate removal from class

· Referral to the conduct office

Electronic Devices

Electronic devices such as cell phones, PDA’s, I-Pods, MP3 players, and hand held video games are not permitted in class.  Please turn off these devices and place them in a safe place before entering the classroom.  If a student is discovered using one of the above mentioned devices they will be confiscated and turned into the conduct office for pick up.

ID’s

Students are required to wear their school issued ID cards at all times.  Please have this card in a visible location before entering the classroom.

Grading:
Percentage Breakdown of Letter Grades:

     89.5%-100%
A

     79.5%-89.4%
B

     69.5%-79.4%
C

     59.5%-69.4%
D

     <59.4%
F
Assessments, Tests, Quizzes, Projects 
50%

Homework, Class work

 


42%

Semester Notebook




  8%
District Final Exam




20% of your overall semester grade
Assessments: Unit tests, quizzes, DBQs and, projects will be used as a means for assessment of course objectives.

Homework and Class work: Homework and class work will serve as a means to practice various lesson objectives.
Make-up Work: One day for each excused absence will be given to make up any assignment s that were missed.  If a student has an excused absence on a day an assignment is due, the student must bring the assignment in on the day they return in order to receive full credit.  No credit will be given if the absence was unexcused.
Late Work:   Late work for half credit is due by the Wednesday after the original due date.  This gives the students  Tuesday’s  SET period to finish work if they choose to do so.
Sweep:  Any student who is swept and wants credit for an assignment that is due must turn the work into me the BEFORE the start of the next class period.  It is the responsibility of the student to get any assigned material on the same day of the sweep and turned in on the assigned due date.


Make-up Exams:  Upon return from class after excused absences, a student has one school day for each excused absence to makeup the missed test.   Exams missed as a result of an unexcused absence will result in a zero.   You will need to schedule a time to make up the exam when the absence is excused.  Students will be expected to take a test or quiz if they miss the day before the test or quiz since it would have been posted for at least a week in advance.
Re-take Exams:  Every student has the opportunity to retake tests given during the school year.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule the re-take. Re-take scores can max out at 80%, and the re-take score will be the one that goes into the grade book no matter if the re-take score is lower than the original score.
Cheating:  Cases of cheating and plagiarism will be handled on an individual basis at the teacher's discretion in accordance with the DVHS student handbook. While there are many different ways to cheat or plagiarize, please be aware that activities such as sharing material, copying work, and posting information on a web site are considered cheating.  Those who give or receive answers will be held responsible for cheating.
Required Materials:  Please come to class with the following materials every day:
2 or 3 inch ring binder     

Loose leaf notebook paper

Blue or black pen or pencil
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